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Southport
Ferry route suspended for work

The Southport-Fort Fisher ferry route suspended service 
Tuesday due to a project on the Southport Terminal fender 
system. The crane barge, Skyco, will be positioned in 
Southport as part of the project to remove and replace the 
metal tubes and wooden bumpers that make up the fender 
system. The project is expected to take one week, depend-
ing on weather and equipment conditions.

The N.C. Department of Transportation’s Ferry Divsions 
is expected to resume the route’s full schedule as soon as 
the project is finished. 

n The Southport Historical Society is hosting the 10th 
annual Brunswick County Black History Symposium 
online via Zoom Feb. 25-27. Events will include: the Mamie 
Mobley Story, “A Mother’s Cry For Justice,” starring Caro-
lyn Evans and featuring a performance by The Children of 
Brunswick County; Dr. Willie Evelyn Reaves-Turpin DDS 
presenting “Willie Evelyn, Journey From The Tobacco 
Fields To The Halls of Academia;” Battery B 2nd Regi-
ment U.S. Colored Light Artillery Reenactors telling “Their 
Story;” and “The Gospel Fest” hosted by Gwen Wearren. To 
register and for more information, email info@southport-
historicalsociety.org.

Oak Island
Annual fundraiser goes virtual

The nonprofit Oak Island Beach Preservation Society is 
holding its annual fundraising auction virtually, starting 
February 28 and concluding April 9. As many as 100 items 
and services are expected on the auction list. The group, 
which works to educate beach-goers and keep the strand 
clean, is soliciting donations of home and recreational rent-
als, beach services, wall hangings, food, personal services 
and other items. The auction site is www.32auction.com/
BPSI2022. Inquiries may be sent to oakibpsi@gmail.com.

St. James
POA agrees to new lease terms

St. James and its Property Owner’s Association agreed to 
terms on a new lease agreement for use of Town Hall. The 
St. James POA moved into the Town Hall when it opened 
in 2010 and has served as a tenant ever since. The POA 
leases 1,900-square-feet of space inside the building and 
agreed to pay $14.95 per square foot. The 1.4% increase 
from the previous contract is the first time the town has 
raised the lease amount. 

The new lease agreement is for three years and is retroac-
tive to Jan. 1, 2022. 

Bald Head Island
‘Souper Bowl’ supports food bank

The village chapel continues to accept donations for its 
11th annual Souper Bowl of Caring, which supports the 
food bank at Boiling Spring Lakes. Non-perishable foods 
may be dropped off at the box at the Maritime Market. 
Online donations may  be made at www.villagechapelof-
baldheadisland.org.

n A free document shredding event is set for Monday, 
March 6, from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Harbor Park. The $10 
a box fee will cover the cost of the service and benefit Bald 
Head Island Conservancy.

Caswell Beach
New speeding rules proposed

On Thursday, February 10, Caswell Beach Board of Com-
missioners will consider adopting a town ordinance to give 
police the option of charging speeders with an ordinance 
violation or the more serious charge using state law. This 
ordinance proposal is part of a larger plan to crack down on 
speeders along Caswell Beach Road and along the privately 
maintained streets in several subdivisions. The meeting 
will be at 5 p.m. at Town Hall.

n Commissioners will hold a public hearing on a pro-
posed charter change on Thursday, March 10, at 5 p.m. 
at Town Hall. The change would adopt a council-man-
ager form of government, which grants the manager sole 
authority over hiring, firing and promotion of employees, 
except for the town attorney and contractors.

Boiling Spring Lakes
Diabetes program starts March 3

A free six-week Diabetes Empowerment Education Pro-
gram starts March 3 and will be held at the Boiling Spring 
Lakes Community Center. To sign up, go to https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/deep-class-tickets-243629391067 or call 
New Hope Clinic 910-845-5333.

Tool added in fight against COVID
St. James Fire Department

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

The St.James Fire Department (SJFD) recently added a 
weapon in its ongoing fight against COVID-19. 

The department has purchased an ultraviolet germicidal 
irradiation portable room sanitizer with the ability to disinfect 
one of SJFD’s two ambulances in just 30 minutes. 

Designed to kill virtually all living organisms, the UV light 
sanitizes its surroundings of molds, virus and bacteria. The 
device can sterilize masks as well, should the department ever 
run out. 

“It does everything that is has to do,” said SJFD Public 
Information Officer Jim Carey.  “It’s deadly to plants, animals 
and people.” 

Carey added that the sanitizer puts out an ultra-violet light 
that is cancer causing, and can also kill MRSA germs.

SJFD purchased the sanitizer for $700, and has already seen 
a return on its investment. 

A recent EMS transport of an individual suspected of having 
COVID-19 that took more than eight hours spurred the de-
partment to find a way to avoid such lengthy situations. 

“We needed it,” said Lt. Maggie Finnerin, the department’s 
supply officer who ordered the device. “With the resurgence of 
Omicron and the increased number of calls we were getting, it 
just got to the point where it was time to purchase our own.”  

One reason for the long delay was a visit to Brunswick 
County EMS headquarters to wait in line to use the county’s 
ultraviolet sanitizer on the ambulance. This, following an 
already long emergency call, added to what is a difficult job on 
a good day. 

“They had a five-hour wait because the (emergency depart-
ment) was full and they couldn’t offload the patient until a 
bed opened up,” Carey said. “Our EMS volunteers get very 
overworked. 

Carey said the EMS crew found out about the UV sanitizer 
when they went to sterilize the ambulance with the county.

Having the device at the ready, he said, frees up volunteers 
to multi-task, and it saves  valuable time. 

“If they think they have had a Covid patient, when they come 
back to the station all the EMTs have to fill out their reports,” 
said Carey. “They can turn (the sanitizer) on and by the time 
they’re done the UV has taken care of the ambulance. It’s very 
portable and doesn’t take a rocket scientist to attach it.”

The first time EMS volunteers put the device to use con-
firmed the department’s decision to go ahead with the 
purchase. 

“We’ve already got our money’s worth,” Carey said. “The 
investment wasn’t that great and the return is we don’t have to 
stand in line. 

“It’s another weapon in our Covid arsenal.”
Due to the potential harm caused by exposure to a pow-

ered-up turbo-UV sanitizer, warning signs are posted around 
the ambulance while it’s running and staff have been made 
aware of the dangers. Once turned off, the device is harmless - 
the UV rays cannot penetrate glass and the light only sanitizes 
exposed objects and surfaces.   

Photos by Eliot Duke
Lt. Maggie Finnerin takes the new UV light from St. James Fire Department Public Information Office Jim 
Carey, along with the warning sign. 

Lt. Maggie Finnerin sets up the powerful new UV light 
the St. James Fire Department purchased to sanitize 
its ambulances. 

When the new sanitizer is operational inside an am-
bulance, the St. James Fire Department posts signs 
outside to keep anyone from getting exposed to the 
harmful UV lights. 

Keep up the trend and recycle this newspaper again!

The Marine Fisheries Commission 
and the N.C. Division of Marine Fish-
eries have been working on Shrimp 
Fishery Management Plan Amendment 
2 for more than a year. The purpose 
of Amendment 2 is developing new 
management strategies that will further 
reduce bycatch of non-target species, 
and minimize habitat impacts in the 
shrimp trawl fishery. Review of draft by 
the public and Marine Fisheries Com-
mission Advisory Committees occurred 
from June 1 through June 30. 

At the November 2021 business 
meeting, the Marine Fisheries Commis-

sion considered Division recommen-
dations, public comment and advisory 
committee input when selecting its 
preferred management measures. The 
final version of the draft amendment 
was different than the draft amendment 
recommended by the N.C. Division of 
Marine Fisheries staff. The Marine Fish-
eries Commission will consider adopting 
Amendment 2 at its February 23-25 
business meeting.

The goal of Amendment 2 is to 
manage the shrimp fishery to provide 
adequate resource protection, optimize 
long-term harvest, and minimize eco-

system impacts.  A copy is available at 
https://deq.nc.gov/media/26173/open. 
The plan and all supporting documents 
cover more than 300 pages.

There is still time to speak with the 
Marine Fishery Commission members 
regarding how they will vote when the 
vote is called.  The list of MFC mem-
bers and their contact information is 
available at https://deq.nc.gov/about/
divisions/marine-fisheries/marine-fish-
eries-commission/marine-fisher-
ies-commission-membership. 

– Jerry Dilsaver

Still time to comment on DMF shrimp fishery plan

  

Start with a great breakfast idea or addition
to any Charcuterie Board!

jTerrapin Ridge Farms Apple Maple Bacon Jami

Cat on a Whisk
A Kitchen Store & More

600  N. Howe St. • 910-454-4451
 OPEN 10AM–5PM, MON. –SAT., CLOSED SUNDAY

INGREDIENTS Thicker cut, uncured, unseasoned bacon
DIRECTIONS Pre-heat oven to 325. Place a wire rack on top of a cooking sheet. Lay bacon strips � at across the top of 
the wire rack. Coat the strips in Apple Maple Bacon Jam, the whole front side of the bacon should be covered in a thin 
layer of Apple Maple Bacon Jam. Cook at 325 for about 45 minutes, watching as it cooks to make sure it doesn’t burn. Let 
cooked bacon sit for at least another 45 minutes as it hardens up. You may need to cut the strips in half to have them stand 
straight in a cup on the board without bending over. A mason jar works well with the longer pieces of bacon because of the 
narrowing top. Place bacon in a cup for height and dimension on the board or lay � at on the board.

R E A L FR E SH   ❖   R E A L I TA LI A N

910-454-4540910-454-4540
5177 Southport-Supply Rd. (Rt.211)

Southport
www.belladiningnc.com

OPEN YEAR ROUND

1433 N Howe Street,(Behind the Wingate Hotel) ⁌Southport, NC 28461

800.484.8399

OPEN ON A
SPECIAL DAY!
Monday, February 14th

for last-minute
shoppers from
10am–5pm

SPECIAL DAY!
Monday, February 14th

Open the 4th 
Friday and 

Saturday of each 
month (excluding 

holidays) 
10am-5pm or 
by appointment 
for your coffees, 
teas, and gifts

NEW OFFICE
& SHOWROOM 

LOCATION!


